12. The former „Kantorschule“
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We now follow the „Hindenburgstraße“ and turn right into
the next road („Schulstraße“). About 200 m on the left we
see the former „Kantorschule“. The school was built in
1860/61. Increasing numbers of pupils made it necessary to have a bigger school. The councillors sold the
old schools and took the bargain to buy bigger schools
but in the end they decided in 1859 to built a new school.

13. The house of the family Brinkmann
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The last building we visit is called the „Brinkmannsche
1Haus“. The building is a document for the typical way
the citizens constructed their homes after the ThirtyYear‘s-War in the Lippe-region. It is a document of commercial- and family history and tradition. The house was
built in 1658. In 1985 the house was placed in fresh position from the west end to the east end of „Lange Straße“.
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1. The town-hall

We start our tour at „Lange Straße“ in front of the town-hall.
The building is made from quarrystone and has two storeys.
It was built between 1863 and 1865. Straight upon the entrance the visitor may recognize the date 1863. In 1904/1905
the town-hall was extended and got the look the visitor
can see now. The roof-truss was enlarged and got a ridge
and the clock. The tower on the corner got a turret roof. After the municipal reorganisation in 1970 the town-hall (building) was to small for all government clerks. Today many
departments have their offices in the surrounding buildings.

2. The church of St. John the Baptist

Next to the town-hall we see the old church of St. John the
Baptist. The church is supposed to be founded by the Corvey
monastery in the late 8th century or at the beginning of the 9th
century and consecrated to John the Baptist. The first church
was built as a rectangular hall church with a plain wooden roof
and a square quire. The building is older than those in „Heiligenkirchen“ (near Detmold), „Heiden“ (parish of Lage) and „Schlangen“ (near Paderborn), which have a half-round altarroom. The
church might date from the same time as the one in „Stapelage“
(parish of Lage), which is a little bit older. From the beginning
the church was expected to be the parish church for the Lage
parish. It was situated at the crossroad of two old trade routes,
safe of floods, above the passage of the river „Werre“ and was
extended to a military establishment by surrounding buildings
and high walls. The church has been extended several times.
Nine different periods of building have been noticed when by the
spot-investigations were made by the department of care and
preservations of ancient monuments. During the 2nd half of the
12th century the church-hall was alterated to a roman church. At
the same time the Westtower, that exists till nowadays, was built.
St. John the Baptist has one of the eldest church-bells in Lippe.
It was spilled in 1518, has a diameter of 1.45 m and is called
„Mary“. The baroque organ, which is one of the best in Lippe, was built in 1707 by using some elder pipes. The church,
which was like a fortress, had been a refuge for the citizens,
for instance when the Bohemians came in 1447. The church
had also been rifled several times, for instance in the „Thir.

ty Year‘s War“, when Tilly came in 1623. During the period of the
reformation all citizens first became members of the Lutherian
Church and then they became members of the Reformed Church.

3. Lange Straße 63

Now we follow the „Lange Straße“ westward and stop at the house
No. 63. Today there is a pharmacy. The building is a two-storeysbuilding with framework that is plastered. The house is a typical
one for the first half of the 19th century.

4. Lange Straße 64

This framework-house has a very nice gable-end with ornamented
carving. The carving is typical for the „We-serrenaissance“. This
two-storeys-building is although typical for the 17th century. In that
time farmers lived in the town and had their land outside. In the beginning of the 20th century (1912) the framework-house was enlarged.

5. The Old District Court of Lage

We now pass the modern building of the „Sparkasse Detmold“ and on
the right side we have the old district court of Lage. The building had
been established in 1879/81 in the classic style. In 1979 the dictrict
court was closed. Later the adult education uses the building to run
morning- and evening classes especially for adults and young people.

6. The Great Seating Woman

In front of the modern building of the „Sparkasse Detmold“ (a bank of
Lage) we see a sculptur. The sculpture is called „The Great Seating
Woman“. It was made by the artist „Georg Kolbe“, who lived from
1877 to 1947. The sculpture was made in the year 1929. Georg Kolbe
was one of the famoused german artists. The great seating woman .

was donated by the „Sparkasse Detmold“ in the year 1985.

7. The Old Cellar

We now turn back and stop at the corner at „Gerichtss-traße/
Marktplatz“, at the house „Lange Straße“ No. 65. The original
„Old Cellar“ was the Lage town-hall from 1813 to 1863. The
renewed building we see today was established in the original
condition in 1899. It is very important for the town-planning
situation around the square. It‘s importance for town-planning
is especially the fact, that it shows the way the old town started to be prepared for the new traffic situation in the 19th
century. The front of the old square has been accentuated.
The narrow street you see standing in the front of the building
(on the right side) is called „Im Ort“. It is a part of the old
tradeway from the North Sea to the Alpes. The House is a
document of town-planning at the end of the 19th century to
the beginning 20th century. At the end of the last century the
Lage citizens tried to built more houses in a patrician way.

8. The Brickworker‘s fountain

We now cross the square and reach the brickworker‘s fountain. It was made by the artist „Bernhard Kleinhans“. The
dedication was on June 5th, 1982. All brickworker-associations of the Lippe-region took part in the ceremony. The
fountain‘s place is the place where from the 18th to the 20th
century the brickworkers met to get jobs for the next summer to go abroad. In Lage in former times there were a lot
of old traditioned handicraft, but the main handicraft was the
brickmaking. In the middle of the 19th century brickmaking
suddenly increased because the production of linen decrease. Being a brickmaker was the only way for a linenmaker
to earn money. In 1910, at the top of the brickmaking-time,
it had about 14.227 brickmakers in Lippe, which means,
that 10 percent of the inhabitants went abroad for work during the summer. Lage was the „secret capital“ of the jobseeking brickmakers, because it was a railway-crosspoint.
Every wednesday- and sunday morning from december to
February they met at the Lage square to seek a job for the
following summer. During the summer the brickmakers went
to the Netherlands, the Baltic region (Denmark, Sweden),
the Rhine- and Ruhr district and even to Poland and Russia.

9. The Citizen‘s Center at the
„Clara-Ernst-Platz“

We now turn left into the „Bergstraße“. The first narrow road on
the right side leads us to the „Clara-Ernst-Platz“, where we see
the „Bürgerhaus“ (citizen‘s center). Clara-Ernst was a well known
Lage artist, who lived from 1907 to 1974. She was a painter. One
of the most famous pictures is about the jobseeking brickmakers. The building, which is the former catholic church St. Peter
and Paul, was built in 1897/98. The architekt was the famous
Lage architekt „Gustav Meßmann“. The building is a newgothic
hall with a Westtower placed before. The quire has a half-round
altarroom and is placed before the following former catholic
school and the clergyman‘s home. The interior is simple. In 1985
the building was bought by the Lage coun-cil and is now used by
associations and citizens as a citizen‘s centre (exhibition-hall,
music-hall). The building is protected as an ancient monument.

10. The House of The Family Seppmann

We go back to the „Bergstraße“ and turn right. At the end
of the „Bergstraße“ on the left we see the house No. 23.
This framework-house has a very nice gable-end with ornamental carving. The carving is typical for the Weserrenaissance (see buildings for instance in Hameln or Höxter). The
house was built in 1648 and had been renewed in 1923.

11. The Old Prison

We go to the end of the „Bergstraße“ and turn right to the „Hindenburgstraße“. The house No. 4 had been built as a prison for
the Lage region in 1824 by order of the Detmold government.
The house has been rebuilt several times and is now an appartement-house. In 1880 it was given to private property and in
1903 it was renewed by the Lage architekt „Gustav Meßmann“.
The house is very interesting because of its mixture of the gable-end made of stone and the frame-worked parts of the building

